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Dear Doctor Gordon; 

As promised I hare written below a brief outline 
®f ny mavwasnta and activities while •* the ather side, have also en
closed a fen pictures which may be »f some use to you. 

When Americr- entered the 'TorIds war and it was 
decided that Camp Upton, L.I. was to fce developed ir.to the rest im-
partaat trailing camp in the. country I was asked by r. ie Supreme Oi'i"leers 
•f the Knights of Columbus to supervise the erection of three Recreation 
Buildings in that canp and was also told at the time that the reputation 
sf the Knights af Columbus in connection with the welfare work they v,ere 
just taking up depended a great deal on our eweeeaa at Gamp Upton. If 
we didnt have buildings that would do credit to us and if they HI nil «̂ v*v«_ -K^C' 
placed la good locations the work af the x, of C. would get a black eye 
from which it would be hard to recover and an the other hand if our build
ings at this Gamp were nail constructed and well located we weald be able 
to fall down at other places but still make a reputation due to the fact 
that Camp Upton waa so elesely situated to the mast critical city in the 
world ( A n York ) and on account af this Gamps close praximity which 
would enable thousands af New Yarkera to visit the Gamp vse must spare no 
effort at this point to have three of the best "^creation huts in tha 
country. Three fine huts ware constructed at three of the most popular 
lacatians in the Camp and the Supreme Officers of the K. of C, wart so 
pleased that I was given the opportunity to go to ""ranee to be engaged 
in the same sort of work in the different training and rest camps in 
that country. 

I sailed for Prance in April Ii*l8 arid upon my ar
rival in that country was located in bath Paris and Bordeaux. I found 
it a very difficult matter to purchase lumber and have same transported 
to the different ca .ps also discovered that labar waB very scarce due ta 
the fact that nearly every man was nerforming some sort af military ser
vice. As time was valuable to our cause arid to eliminate tite difficulties 
enumerated abave I entered into a contract with a number af firms in 
France whase specialty was building portable huta and these huts were 
built in sections and shinned to the, different casapa which proceedure 
worked out very successfully. 

Besides performing the duties af ray position which 
was Sunt, af Construction 1 also had charge of the different X. of C. 
activities in the southern and southwestern part af Prance and during 
most af the time I was located in Prance I made ray Headquarters at Bor
deaux which city was a very important P^^^ttEAjHl those days , m&re 
than twa hundred thousand American Soldiers wlj2§?c|uartered in the dif
ferent training and rest camps adjacent to Bordeaux. 



Fa l low S h e e t N o . I . 

The l a t t e r p a r t »f Augus t 1918 a f t e r a f i v e months 
p e r i a d af s e r v i c e I was p r o m a t e d t a t h e p o s i t i o n of K. af C. Commiss ioner 

j f a r t h e B r i t i s h I s l e s w i t h H e a d q u a r t e r s i n Landon , Eng land from w h i c h Head-
^ q u a r t e r s I was t o d i r e c t our work i n Eng land , S c o t l a n d , I r e l a n d and W a l e s . 

Saon had i n o p e r a t i o n t h r e e l a r g e C lubs i n London w h i c h -daces p r o v i d e d 
s l e e p i n g a c c o m o d a t i o n s f a r h u n d r e d s of men d a i l y b e s i d e a a l l fo rms »f 
h e a l t h y amusement . A l so had p l a c e s i n S o u t h a m p t o n , P l y m o u t h , D i d c a t , Marke t 
D r a y t a n , L i t t l e Haraptan, W i n c h e s t e r , K n o t t y Ash - l i v e r p a a l , E n g l a n d . -
C a r d i f f , Wales - D u b l i n , I r e l a n d and a t Glasgow, E d i n b a r o u g h , I n v e r n e s s , 
I n v e r g o r d e n , K i r k w a l l and L e r w i c k S c o t l a n d t h e l a s t twa named p l a c e a b e i n g 
i n t h e Orkney I s l a n d s and S h e t l a n d s r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

The American Uine Sweeping F l e e t w e r e w o r k i n g i n t h e 
N a r t h Sea and made t h e i r b a s e a t d i f f e r e n t t i n e a a t I n v e r n e s s , Invergorden, 
K i r k w a l l and L e r w i c k . These b r a v e American l a d s t h a t were engaged i n t h i s 
w o r k e x p e r i e n c e d a l l t h e d a n g e r s af war f a r raanths a f t e r t h e A r m i s t i c e waa 

^ s i g n e d . The Amer icans l a y m a s t af t h e mines i n t h e N o r t h Sea a f t e r i t was 
'*• c l a imed by n « a r l y a l l t h e B r i t i s h and F r e n c h Na^a l Commanders t h a t i t would 

n a t be p o s s i b l e t a mine t h i s s e a due t o i t s v a s t e x p a n s e b u t t he d i f f e r e n t 
Amer ican Commanders i n t h e B r i t i s h w a t e r s a t t h a t t ime s a i d i t c e u l d be done 
and i t was done and done s u c c e s s f u l l y . As s a a n a s t h e A r m i s t i c e was s i g n e d 
t h e American s t a r t e d t a k i n g up t h e mines w h i c h p roven t o be q u i t e a d i f f i 
c u l t m a t t e r and t h e i r t a s k was n a t a c c o m p l i s h e d u n t i l t h e m i d d l e af S e p t . 
1919 . E v e r y few days ane af t h e mine sweep ing b e a t s waiild a c c i d e n t l y come 
i n c o n t a c t w i t h a f l o a t i n g mine w h i c h meant a sunken s h i p and t h e l o s a af 
a number af l i v e s . On a c c o u n t af t he e x t r a h a z a r d o u s work a u r ^ b a y s w e r e 
p e r f o r m i n g i n t h e N o r t h Sea a l s a t h e f a c t t h a t a t t h e p laceasSgTwtr re u s i n g 
a s B a s e ' s n o t b e i n g p l a c e a wh*re t h e men c o u l d f i n d much r e c r e a t i a n I made 
a s p e c i a l t y af l o o k i n g a f t e r t a S g r b a y s l o c a t e d i n the N e r h t e r n p a r t s af 
S e a t l a n d and a l w a y s had a s s i g n e d t o t he d i f f e r e n t K. af C. p l a c e s a t t h o s e 

( W p o i n t s t he b e s t men t h a t came a v e r s e a ' s t o p e r f o r m w e l f a r e w o r k . D u r i n g 
t h e i r s o j o u r n i n t h e s e n o r t h e r n w a t e r s I s h i p p e d t o them from au r Head
q u a r t e r s i n London t h a u s a n d s af pounds af candy and g r e a t q u a n t i t i e s af a l l 
k i n d s af t a b a c c a . When t h e s e s a i l o r s would o b t a i n s h o r e l e a v e t hey w o u l d 
f i n d a t our d i f f e r e n t p l a c e a a l l forms of c l e a n h e a l t h y amusement a r r a n g e d 
f a r t h e i r i n t e r t a i n m e n t and I knaw frem e x p e r i e n c e t h a t aur e f f o r t s i n l o o k 
i n g au t f o r t h e i r w e l f a r e was g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d . 

I n t h e l a r g e c i t i e s s u c h a s Landon and a t a l l one 
i m p a r t a n t c e n t e r s we p r o v i d e d a l l s o r t s af amusement f o r au r men s u e n a s 
d a n c e s , s i g h t s e e i n g t o u r s , i n t e r t a i n r a e n t s and l e c t u r e s . A l so s e r v e d 
b r e a k f a s t and l i g h t r e f r e s h m e n t s i n a l l Clubs p r o v i d i n g s l e e p i n g accoraae-
d a t i o n a and th< K. af G. d u r i n g t h - A n t i ^ r e n ^ i p ^ ^ ^ h ^ ^ a r r i e d on t h e i r 
Yvar Wark a d h e r e d to t h e i r p o l i c y o f~ev1Q : ^ t , h ing f r e e m S d u r i n g a l l t h e i r 
e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e work t h e y have n e v e r s a i d an a r t i c l e a r r f ice^yed an*!^^ 

V p e n n y from an Amer ican S o l d i e r or S a i l o r i n exchange f o r ejtp c o u r t e s i e s 
e x t e n d e d . We have been c r i t i c i z e d by some p e a p l e on a c c o u n t a f au r Eve ry 
t h i n g F r e e P o l i c y b u t i t was a lways au r i d e a t h a t we a c t e d o n l y as t he 
agent;-; af t h e American p e o p l e - we were aB you migh t say t h e c a n n e c t i n g 
l i n k be tween t h e p e a p l e b a c k hame and t h e b a y on t h e a t h e r s i d e . The 
mothe r m i g h t g i v e f i v e d o l l a r s t o w a r d s p r o v i d i n g h e r boy w i t h same c o m f o r t s 
and we f e l t when were p r o v i d i n g t h e s e oe r a fo r t s t h a t we were r e p r e s e n t i n g 

• « t h i s mothe r and n a t our own o r g a n i s a t i o n . 
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Liked my stay in the Britisn Isles very much with the 
exception of the weather. SfjSEik we experienced a period af One hundred 
and fifty days in London during the fall and winter of 1918 and 1919 with* 
aut seeing ane su:-.ny day. The fags were so thick in Nov, and Dec, that one 
had to drive headlights on his car in the middle af the day right in the 
heart af London. It rained nearly every day and the English people get 
rather used to it but nat sa with the Americans. I remember ane day when 
visiting aur Club at Cardiff, Wales I hapnened to be looking over the reg
ister which we kept in every Club and I noticed that an American sailor 
had written some poetry under his name and address and from the tone of the 
poetry I could easily tell that he wasnt favorably impressed with the English 
climate , the poetry ran something like this -

Dirty days has Sept. April June and November, 
All the rest have thirty one without a blessed gleam af 
sun. 
From J a n u a r y t i l l the f i r s t af May t h e r a i n i t r a i n e t h 
evetrir d a y . 
And I f any manth h a d two and t h i r t y , t h e y ' d be j u s t a s 
wet and j u s t aa d i r t y . 

We c l o s e d a l l au r a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e B r i t i s h I s l e s t h e a r l y 
p a r t of Nov. and i n company w i t h ay w i f e who had j o i n e d me i n Landon t h e p r e v 
i o u s August we v i s i t e d P a r i s , a l l t h e American b a t t l e f r o n t s , the Amer ican 
c e m e t e r i e s , g r a v e af Q a e n t l n R o o s e v e l t , Rhe ims , Qhat teaw T h i e r y , Verdun , -
B r u ; - s e l l s , Antwerp , Os tend and S e e b r u g g e e i n Belg ium a l l t h e o c c u p i e d t e r r i 
t o r y a l o n g t h e Rhine Germany - such p l a c e s i n t he s o u t h e r n p a r t af P r a n c e as 
L o u r d e s , N i c e , Monte •- 'ar ia , Monaco and Meat o n e , aver t he b o r d e r i n t o I t a l y 
s t a a p l n g a t Genaa , M i l a n o , V e n i c e , F l o r e n c e , Rame and s a i l e d from N a p l e s on 
t h e 2 0 t h . Of D e c . At Venice v.e had an o p p o r t u n i t y view a l l p a r t s and s e c t i o n s 
of t h a t b e a u t i f u l and h i s t o r i c c i t y , a t Home a l l t he w o n d e r f u l C a t h e d r a l s and 
r u i n s arid a t N a p l e s want to tha top of l e a n t V e s u v i u s and v i s i t e d t h e Ru ins 
af Poripei w h i c h i s s i t u a t e d abou t twe lve m i l e s from N a p l e s . 

A f t e r s a i l i n g from N a p l e s on the 2 0 t h . af Dec .1913 we l a n d e d 
a t P e r l e r m a , S i c i l y f o r a day and a n i g h t t h e n p a s s e d out t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
Sea w h i c h gave me a good o p p o r t u n i t y af v i e w i n g G i b r a l t e r s t o p p e d i n t h e Azores 
f o r c o a l and a r r i v e d I n New Yark J a n . 7 t h . l 9 2 0 a f t e r a verv- e v e n t f u l t w e n t y one 
months s p e n t i n a s e r v i c e t h a t was a l w a y s i n t e r e s t i n g as i t made ane f e e l t h a t 
he was d o i n g s o m e t h i n g t h a t was d o i n g someone some good and I w i l l a l w a y s c o n 
s i d e r m y s e l f v e r y f o r t u n a t e t h a t I had the o p p o r t u n i t y t o do my b i t a l o n g w i t h 
t h e m i l l i o n s of o t h e r s . 

* • 

http://Jan.7th.l920

